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LEIGHTON–LINSLADE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING

25 SEPTEMBER 2017 AT 1930 HOURS

Present:   Councillors  R Berry 
A Brandham
C Chambers
S Cotter 
K Cursons
S Cursons (arrived at 1935 hours)
A Dodwell 
S Jones
F Kharawala
T Morris
C Palmer
C Perham
G Perham
S Rahman – in the Chair
E Wallace
D Bowater (left meeting at 1755 hours)

Also in attendance: M Saccoccio (Town Clerk)
S Sandiford (Head of Democratic & Central 
Services)
V Cannon (Head of Cultural & Economic 
Services) (left meeting at 2025 hours)
M Jahn (Committee Officer)

Members of the Public:   0

184 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received and were accepted from Councillor K 
Ferguson, Councillor B Spurr, Councillor J M Freeman and Councillor D 
Perham.

185 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were asked to declare any interests, and the nature of those interests, 
that they might have in any of the items under consideration at the meeting.  

Central Bedfordshire Councillors present declared an interest in the future of 
the Westlands facility (agenda item 10) and the application for development of 
the former police station site (as referred to in the minutes of the Planning and 
Transport Committee meeting held on 16 August 2017).
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186 TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Councillor S Rahman gave a brief announcement regarding his attendance at 
48 events over the last three months, including the Town Twinning weekend, 
the Market relaunch, the Anglia in Bloom awards, the opening of the new 
Sainsburys store, Keech Hospice Curry evening and a bucket collection at a 
local supermarket.  Forthcoming charity events including the Charity Ball in 
October, Rock of Ages concert in November and a Coffee Morning and Carol 
Service in December, which he hoped Councillors would support.

187 LEADERS’ ANNOUNCEMENTS

Councillor E Wallace thanked the Mayor for his continued work and attending 
events on behalf of the Town Council.  He also thanked all concerned for their 
work in organising the market relaunch and hoped the market would continue 
to move forward and evolve into a successful thriving Charter Market. 

188 QUESTIONS 

(a) There were no questions from members of the public.

(b) No questions had been received from Councillors. 

189 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Council received the draft minutes of the previous Council meeting held on 26 
June 2017 for consideration. 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 26 June 2017 
be approved as a correct record and were signed accordingly. 

190 COMMITTEE MINUTES

Council received the draft minutes of Committee meetings held since the 
Council Annual Meeting on 26 June 2017.

RESOLVED to receive the minutes of the following meetings:

(a) Planning & Transport Committee 5 July
(b) Cultural & Economic Services Committee 24 July
(c) Planning & Transport Committee 26 July
(d) Policy & Finance Committee 31 July

Minute reference 279/PF - Council gave consideration to the recommendation 
in respect of outstanding debts in the amounts of £1,199.20 and £231.00 to be 
written off.

Minute reference 269/PF – a question was raised as to the progress of the 
development  of a Community Emergency Plan. Council were advised that work 
on this plan would be started shortly.
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RESOLVED that the outstanding debts owed to the Town Council be 
written off.

(e) Planning & Transport Committee            16 August
(f) Cultural & Economic Services Committee 4 September
(g) Planning & Transport Committee 6 September
(h) Partnership Committee 7 September
(i) Grounds & Environmental Services Committee 11 September

Minute reference 066/GE (Cemetery assets) – thanks and congratulations were 
expressed to the Grounds and Environmental Services team for their 
maintenance of and improvements to the cemeteries. 

Minute reference 074/GE (Cemetery service) - Council was advised of the 
appointment of a consultant to act on behalf of the Town Council to enter into 
negotiations with the land owner.

(j) Policy & Finance Committee 18 September 

191 TOWN COUNCIL’S 3 YEAR PLAN AND OBJECTIVES 

The Council received a report regarding the Town Council’s 3 year plan and the 
emerging objectives for the next 2-3 years, which included an aspiration to 
empower voluntary and community organisations within the parish to support 
capacity building and provide a legacy for youth groups and organisations.

Councillor E Wallace spoke of the need to build on youth provision within the 
town and how to encourage participation by offering a grant application process 
to volunteer run organisations.  Councillor Wallace would be meeting with 
groups in November to discuss and explain how the application process would 
work and make clear what criteria the groups would need to follow.  Each group 
would have to achieve particular goals to receive their funding and provide 
feedback to the Council on their progress.  Council discussed how the funding 
could potentially be used either for equipment, training of leaders or cost of 
hiring or improving buildings where the group/club would be based.  

RESOLVED to:

1.1 endorse the Town Council’s commitment to capacity building within 
the voluntary and community sector by way of the inclusion of such an 
objective with the Town Council’s 3 Year Plan (2015-18).

1.2 Identify up to a maximum of £150,000 from the Town Council’s Capital 
Projects Budget to support capacity building within the parishes’ 
voluntary and community sector over the period (2017-19).

1.3 Encourage by way of a grant application process voluntary 
organisations to apply for grant funding.

1.4 Endorse that the decision making powers together with the proposed 
budget of £150,000 be delegated to the Cultural and Economic Services 
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Committee who through this committee will oversee the management 
of the scheme.

192 QUARTERLY UPDATE

A brief presentation was given to Council by the Town Clerk, highlighting the 
events and successes of the previous quarter, including the Canal Festival, 
market relaunch day, completion of the mausoleum at Vandyke Cemetery, 
TACTIC summer play schemes and activities as well as many other work 
streams.  Forthcoming projects include Living History Day, Astral Park Autumn 
activities, further progress with the Market town regeneration projects of 
electronic signage and architectural lighting and the Christmas Festival on 1-3 
December.

RESOLVED to note the information.  

193 CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE CONSULTATION REGARDING WESTLANDS

The Committee received information on the current Central Bedfordshire 
consultation in respect of the future of Westlands Older Persons’ Home.  Council 
were in agreement that care for elderly people would only improve with 
improvements to or relocation of Westlands.

RESOLVED to:

1:1 note the information 
1:2 delegate authority to the Town Clerk to respond to the consultation on 
behalf of the Town Council.

194 2016-2017 YEAR END ACCOUNTS

Council was advised that unfortunately, the external auditor’s report had not 
been received in time for presentation to the meeting. However, it was 
understood that no issues had been identified by the external auditor. 

The certificate and opinion from the external auditor would be published by 30 
September as required by legislation and could be formally received by Council 
at its next meeting.      

195 REPORT FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCILLORS

Councillor R Berry gave a brief update in respect of the Grovebury Road Retail 
Park and advised that reserved matters for site 17b on Grovebury Farm were 
currently under consideration by the planning authority. .

Councillor A Dodwell gave an update in respect of agreed and proposed traffic 
and parking measures, a consultation to take place on school catchment areas, 
the repair of the library car park wall and the remediation works to the site at 
Chamberlains Barn quarry. The remediation works included laying a foundation 
bed for the future eastern relief road. 
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RESOLVED to note the information.

196 APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES

Brief announcements were made by Councillor C Perham in respect of Cruse  
Bereavement and Councillor T Morris in respect of the Town Twinning Forum.

RESOLVED to note the information.  

197 APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES

No changes were made to appointments to committees.

RESOLVED that no changes be made to committees.

The meeting closed at 2048 hours. 

I HEREBY CONFIRM THAT THE FOREGOING IS A CORRECT AND ACCURATE 
RECORD OF THE MEETING HELD ON 25 SEPTEMBER 2017. 

Chair                          29 JANUARY 2017  


